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which led to the most serious consequences for
Russia's future and the destiny of Nicholas II.
himself.
The death of the Emperor Alexander III., having
taken place sooner than could have been expected,
revived the hopes of the great Liberal Party that had been
held in check during his thirteen years5 reign. The leaders
of this party, banished from the Court and from all
bureaucratic employments, had taken refuge and found a
field of activity in the provincial Zemstvos. In these
circles it was thought that the young Emperor, whose
intelligence and gentle disposition were recognized,
might well do as so many other monarchs had done, in
Russia as well as in other countries, and adopt a line of
conduct entirely different from that of his predecessor.
The possibility presented itself of making known to the
young Sovereign the liberal aspirations which, it may be
safely said, were those of the great majority of clear-
thinking Russians. With this object in view it was
decided to take advantage of an audience that the
Emperor was to grant to the representatives of the
Zemstvos, who were deputed to present the congratula-
tions and good wishes of those assemblies a few days after
his accession to the throne.
The petition for a constitutional government, more
or less "clearly expressed in the addresses of almost all
the Zemstvos, was rather more definitely formulated in
that of the Zemstvo of the province of Tver, which was
well known for its liberal tendencies, and therefore very
unfavourably regarded at Court. It was in response
to this last address that Nicholas II. pronounced those
unfortunate words, qualifying the aspirations of the
Zemstvos, presented however moderately or respectfully,
as " insensate dreams," and declared his firm intention